
COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY, 4 DECEMBER 2018

Present: Mike Starkie, (Mayor); Councillors Joan Hully, Carla Arrighi, David Banks, 
Jackie Bowman, Denise Burness, John Burns, Gwynneth Everett, Neil Ferguson, Allan Forster, 
Raymond Gill, Ian Hill, Keith Hitchen, Allan Holliday, Mark Holliday, Linda Jones-Bulman, 
Bob Kelly, William Kirkbride, Jean Lewthwaite, Charles Maudling, Ged McGrath, 
Michael McVeigh, Sam Meteer, David Moore, Alistair Norwood, Brian O'Kane, Sam Pollen, 
Andy Pratt, Christopher Reay, David Riley, Graham Roberts, Gilbert Scurrah, Gillian Troughton, 
Peter Tyson, Paul Whalley, Doug Wilson and Felicity Wilson.

Following prayers and prior to the first agenda item, Council observed a minute silence to 
remember Councillor John Bowman and Honorary Alderman William Southward who both 
sadly passed away recently.

C42 Apologies for Absence 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Martin Barbour, Anne Bradshaw, Hugh 
Branney, Yvonne Clarkson, Peter Connolly, John Dirom, Jeanette Forster, Fred Gleaves, 
Michael Guest, Tom Higgins, Alan Jacob, John Kane, Peter Stephenson and Graham 
Sunderland.

C43 Minutes of the meeting held on 14 September 2018 

RESOLVED – That the minutes of the meeting held on 14 September 2018 be signed by the 
Chair as a correct record, subject to Councillor Joan Hully’s attendance being shown as an 
apology for absence.

C44 Declarations of Interest in Agenda Items: 

Councillor Bob Kelly declared a non-pecuniary interest due to being a trustee of Copeland 
Citizen’s Advice.

Councillor Joan Hully declared a non-pecuniary interest on agenda items relating to planning 
due to being a member of the Planning Panel.

C45 Chairman's Announcements 

The Deputy Chairman reminded Councillors that agendas would no longer be issued in paper 
format and that, if not already done so, Members should arrange for their tablets to be 
collected from the IT department. It was further stated that all Members, including those using 
their own devices were required to sign the Council’s Acceptable Use Policy. Members failing 
to do so would have their access to the Council’s IT systems removed if they failed to sign by 
24 December 2018.

During the discussion that followed, clarification was given that the annual signing of the 
Acceptable Use Policy was a requirement of an audit following the cyber attack, and applied to 
all Staff and Councillors.

Councillor Gill advised that this would be the subject of an item on the next Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee agenda.



Councillor McGrath suggested the OSC Task and Finish Group on paperless working be 
resurrected. This was supported by Councillor Gill who advised the Task and Finish Group via 
the OSC would make recommendations to the Executive.

Councillor Moore undertook to ensure that those Members using their own devices would be 
sent an Acceptable Use Policy form to sign.

C46 Petitions 

It was noted that no petitions had been received from members of the public.

C47 Questions from Members of the Public 

It was noted that no questions had been received from members of the public.

C48 Questions by Members 

(a) Written questions from Members.

Councillor Bob Kelly asked the following two questions:

1.“The Millom swimming pool has now regrettably been demolished and local 
groups are now facing the difficult task of creating and sustaining a new one. 
What help can the Mayor and Copeland give to the people of Millom in this 
endeavour?”  

The Mayor, Mike Starkie, replied as follows:

“Cumbria County Council has now demolished Millom swimming pool which is 
regrettable, particularly when the action group were looking for ways to temporarily 
maintain the pool whilst at the same time exploring options for the construction of a 
new one.  The exploration for these options for a new pool will continue.  You’re right 
to identify that it’s not just the funding of a new pool required but also funding to 
sustain and maintain the pool over its lifetime.

You ask what I as Mayor of Copeland, I assume you mean Copeland Borough Council, 
can do to help.   Speaking for myself I will continue to meet with the MP, Community 
Leaders, Councillors and frankly anyone else who can help us find the right solution 
and outcome.  Cumbria County Council have agreed to come to the table and there is 
a meeting in January with myself, the MP and the town council to explore a number of 
options that are on the table.  There will also be a drop in session in Millom.  From the 
start I have been crystal clear there is a need for swimming facilities in Millom due to 
its geographic isolation.”

Councillor Kelly thanked the Mayor for his response and was grateful for all the help he 
had given in the past.

2. “Universal Credit is about to hit Millom and the rest of Copeland, meaning 
massive demands will be put on staff and volunteers of Citizens Advice. 
Copeland Citizens Advice has appreciated the support provided by Copeland. Is 
there any extra help that can be given at this time of great need?”

The Mayor, Mike Starkie, replied as follows:

“Council has a long-standing relationship with a range of partners to support our 
residents who receive benefits, and are currently impacted by welfare reform.  The 



rollout of full service universal credit in Millom will benefit from these strong links.  In 
particular we receive funding from the Department of Work and Pensions to assist 
people with complex lives who need to apply for Universal Credit and the access to 
apply through Phoenix Enterprise Centre and personal budgeting help in Copeland 
through Citizens Advice.  All these organisations have venues to deliver in Millom.  
Alongside other organisations like Citizens Advice which is £32,000 per year, we have 
engaged in supporting the digital access project run across the borough and have new 
financial inclusion project partnership with Citizens Advice and Credit Union.  All this 
work is complimented by our skills and work partnership programme delivered through 
a wide range of partners throughout the borough including Millom.”

Councillor Kelly commented it had been a good working relationship between the two 
bodies and added that £32,000 doesn’t actually meet the cost of the mass of services 
Copeland Citizens Advice gives to the people of the area, so if there was a chance of 
any money in the future for the financial advice given to people it would be welcomed.  

At this point, Councillor Peter Tyson declared an interest as Chair of Credit 
Union and Councillor Dave Banks declared an interest as a director of Phoenix 
Enterprise Centre.

(b) Oral questions from Members.

Councillor Chris Reay asked what had happened to the tall ship that was
supposed to be in Whitehaven. The Mayor replied that the ship was out at sea as 
it’s a working ship.  We would try and establish its programme and when it will be in 
Whitehaven.

Councillor Ray Gill asked a two-part question:
 You say you have a war chest. How was it created and where did it come from?
 How much debt has been written off by this council since the beginning of 2015?
The Mayor undertook to provide a written reply to the second part of the question when 
figures are collated. £488,000 had recently been written off.
With regard the first question, we are building a Capital budget for investment in future 
projects this came from managing our asset base.

Councillor Ray Gill then asked how much have we made from our assets since 2015 and the 
Mayor agreed to provide a written answer. 

Councillor Jackie Bowman stated that last December Councillor John Bowman was indicated 
as the person who was giving information to Steven Robinson, his e-mail was read out by 
Councillor Moore, who also said the police were getting involved.  Following this statement the 
then head of HR, Jo McLeod informed the Council that a Code of Conduct complaint had been 
received by the Council against two councillors.  John was one of these councillors.
This complaint was not served until May and I am reliably informed by John’s solicitor the 
information requested has been refused.  
My question is: “What was the outcome of the police getting involved and why hasn’t this 
complaint been completed?”

Councillor David Moore replied that with regards to the police, the complaint file was passed 
on to the police who decided to take no further action.

The Head of Corporate Resources replied that in relation to the Code of Conduct complaint in 
relation to Councillor John Bowman, that complaint will now not be taken forward in the 
circumstances.

Councillor Jackie Bowman further stated that she did not want the complaint dropped, but 
wanted it dealt with. If not she would be going to an independent body for advice and also 
Mike Dudfield.



The Head of Corporate Resources noted Councillor Bowman’s wishes and agreed to speak to 
the Head of Paid Service in relation to the complaint.

Councillor Joan Hully declared an interest at this point due to being a member of the Audit and 
Governance Committee.

Councillor Michael McVeigh asked the Mayor, when you came on board you were full of 
optimism for Moorside.  We still have one of the biggest cuts of support grant in the country.  
Could you please make a request to our MP to approach the Government for help as we don’t 
have support of Moorside.

The Mayor replied that in respect of asking our MP to approach Government that had already 
been done.  In the next seven days he would be meeting with Rishi Sunak with a compelling 
case on the fair funding review given some of the work we have done.
The Mayor stated: “I still have a lot of optimism I would hope that everyone who is elected to 
represent this community has the same level of optimism because if we can’t be optimistic and 
sell our area then who else if going to do it.  Over the last three years we have made massive 
progress the LG futures report shows a 23% increase in non-rateable values since 2015 and 
in terms of overall growth within the area we’ve gone from a third to 50% non-nuclear, that is 
real positive figures of growth within the area.”

“We need to talk the area up and encourage people to invest.    This has been done through 
the Open for Business Conferences, this organisation has facilitated that growth.   We have 
West Cumbria Mining coming on board in the next couple of months which will bring 500 jobs 
and millions of pounds of investment.  Yourself as Chair of planning will see the large number 
of schemes going through planning at the moment, which is more than we’ve seen in 
decades.  The North Shore project which is starting to take place is bringing not just 
transformational changes and regeneration to the town but also jobs and prosperity in industry 
and tourism.”

“Sellafield transformation project which we are working with very closely has made a huge 
difference by tapping in to some of the £2bn spend in this area.
We had a briefing last week on the situation with the health service which was positive, 
significant investment, massive progress and alongside that we have UCLan delivering the 
medical school with students from all over the world in the area.
St Bees school is re-opening and has just had a first class Ofsted report, Westlakes Academy 
which is one of the best schools in the UK.  The new campus Whitehaven will open just after 
Christmas and we have millions pledged at the Whitehaven Academy.
We also have a social programme that’s tackling food poverty, isolation, children in poverty, 
employability, domestic violence these are all fantastic projects and these are the messages 
we’ll be taking to Government.
We’ve just had a peer group report where an independent group of people and some of 
yourselves took part.  We’ve had fantastic feedback on how our staff feel to work here and 
how our partners see us as an organisation. We have the Pride of Place transformation is 
taking place before your eyes.  When we go to Government we will go with a real case and 
say what we’ve done with Council Tax and fees and charges and how we’ve changed the way 
we are managing finances.  Give them real accurate figures of where we are to make a 
compelling case under a fair funding review we should deserve more.  When I was elected it 
was on the back of the figures in front of me which was a £5m underspend it wasn’t the best 
argument to go to government and say give us more money even though we hadn’t spent £5m 
of what we had, it transpired that wasn’t the case and we have made real advances and 
sorted all that out.”

“In respect of Moorside, I am still optimistic about Moorside it is still an allocated site, still 
surrounded by all the expertise the best in the world.  I know there are still interested parties.  I 
will be working hard with Government and all parties right across Cumbria to find a way 



forward. As elected members in this community we have to decide if our glass is half full or 
half empty.  I can assure you mine is half full.”

Councillor Brian O’Kane asked: ”As the new changes in the code of conduct procedures takes 
effect, may I ask you to estimate the overall cost of those complaints and additional FOIs 
submitted by Ms J Laine and Councillor Michael Guest, over the time of this present council. 
Presumably all costings are met from taxes?”

“Approximately how many individuals could have been employed by CBC using this amount of 
money during this time?”

The Mayor replied, although Copeland Borough Council had a duty to investigate all code of 
conduct complaints received he’d like to make it crystal clear that these relate to town, parish 
and borough councils within Copeland.  The vast majority pertaining to Whitehaven Town 
Council.  The level of complaints was unprecedented at the last estimate has cost Copeland 
Council and the taxpayer over £200,000.  This would probably fund six full time employees or 
to put it more starkly it could provide three children’s play areas.  The amount of complaints 
and FOI’s has also meant that officers have had to take time away from their normal duties.  
The extra pressures on the systems from some members of the public has also resulted in 
some staff being targeted by the same people and in an already pressured environment, the 
impact has been far more than just constant in monetary terms.
As a council we sought advice from the Local Government Association on how to deal with 
this unprecedented volume and whilst they were emphathetic they couldn’t intervene. We’ve 
also spoken to the police who have had the same problems with the same people, so have 
CCC and possibly others.  I must point out that some complaints we have investigated have 
merited sanctions and those sanctions have been imposed.
The Mayor added that the relationship between Copeland Borough Council and Whitehaven 
Town Council had flourished and improved no end, which can’t be a coincidence.

Councillor Alistair Norwood said how glad he was that we’ve not had to hide money, that 
money’s not mysteriously disappeared and appearing elsewhere.  He was really glad you’re 
taking a whole-hearted view of the accounts that wasn’t there perhaps with other 
administrations.  He asked what the Mayor was planning to spend the money on?

The Mayor replied that there was no fixed term plan. We would deliver a good return to the 
Council.

Councillor Gillian Troughton raised a Point of Order, That there was an implication that the 
previous administration had been hiding money.  If hiding money is putting it in reserves and 
showing it in the papers to Full Council then I think that putting it in the papers and Members 
not reading them and I think that is a political point being made with the press being present 
and members of the public in the room.  It’s absolutely out of order.

Councillor Fee Wilson asked, regarding demolition of Millom swimming Pool – that has caused 
great distress to people in the town and for all concerned.  You failed to mention it was we at 
Copeland Borough Council who gave approval for its demolition back in May.  I am delighted 
that Copeland will support the team.

The Mayor noted Councillor Wilson’s comments.

Councillor Linda Jones-Bullman asked, can you comment on the fact that our MP shortened 
her visit to China and that she wasn’t present when meetings went ahead. Also we are saying 
about working together there was the meeting involving our MP, John Woodcock, John 
Stevenson and the Energy Minister last week to which Sue Hayman was not invited to that 
meeting.  Can we emphasise that we are all working together?



The Mayor replied that he could only be accountable for his own actions.  He was happy to 
work with anyone at all who had any influence whatsoever for Moorside.  He was absolutely 
working together across Cumbria all political parties were singing from the same hymn sheet.

Councillor Linda Jones-Bullman added that if we were all singing from the same hymn sheet 
Sue Hayman would have been invited 

The Mayor replied that is was not his invite to give.

Councillor Ged McGrath asked what progress has been made from the 22 recommendations 
from the Grant Thornton financial audit letter dated April 2018?

The Mayor replied that significant progress had been made, which goes through the Audit and 
Governance process.

C49 Mayor's Executive Report 

The Mayor, Mike Starkie, introduced his Executive Report and the recommendation that the 
Chair of Overview and Scrutiny Committee be the Council’s representative on the Cumbria 
LEP Combined Economic and Productivity Scrutiny Committee.  

The Executive’s report was moved and then questions from Members were taken.

Questions were invited on the Mayor’s portfolio

Councillor Ray Gill congratulated the Mayor, Parks Team, Communications Team and the 
Task and Finish Group for their work regarding cemeteries, the public meetings and for 
listening to what the public wanted.

Councillor Sam Pollen asked regarding the Public Realm, if the schemes don’t go ahead 
would those towns still get the funding.

The Mayor replied, “Yes”.

Councillor Bob Kelly congratulated the council on the work they had done in the workshops 
about tourism to see the increase in tourism is good.  Could he request any help we could give 
to the Discovery Centre in Millom 

The Mayor replied that the workshops had provided us with some good information. The 
conference date was 8th February 2019.

Councillor Chris Reay stated that we have a Nuclear Manager in the council. He’d never been 
informed why we had one and what his duties were.  The other major industry is tourism so 
we needed a tourism manager.

The Mayor replied that we had a Nuclear Manager because we have one of the largest, most 
complex nuclear sites in the world in the middle of the borough. The Executive Director 
Operations’ department was in charge of tourism.  We were increasing our investment in 
Tourism with the opening of a Tourist Information Centre, and on the workshops, we were 
working on the tourism proposition of Copeland to the best effect.

Councillor Alistair Norwood noted there was 129 applications for building grants.  Could the 
Mayor outline where the money was awarded and how did that compare to previous years?

The Mayor replied that it’s been transformational in the town centres.  There was a difference 
between what has been awarded and what had been granted as there were still some 
applications in train.  It’s showing that we are leading the way at a time when we are looking 



for private investors to come in and develop and improve all our towns.  The North Shore 
would make a huge difference.

Councillor Alistair Norwood further asked, if the Mayor could tell him how much we gave last 
year.

The Mayor responded that we’d have to break the programme down.  More people were 
becoming aware.  It a match funding scheme all businesses were entitled to apply. Re Dixons, 
if we’re investing £5,000 to get £100,000 plus of investment and transformation it’s money well 
spent 

Councillor Doug Wilson complimented the Mayor on the apprentice subsidies.  I was 
introduced to one of the apprentices who has benefited from that scheme.  I commend the 
project whole heartedly.

The Mayor replied that a number of our apprentices took part in the peer review recently and 
one of the successes in this council is bringing the apprentices in.  They have a real pride in 
what they do.  We have benefited by having that injection of youth coming into the 
organisation and it makes a real difference.  Again its sets an example to industry throughout 
Copeland to be bringing in apprentices and investing in our young people.  Chris Pickles does 
fantastic work for us in that area.

Councillor Michael McVeigh asked regarding the Employability Fund, who should people be 
going to? Cllr McVeigh than referred to a constituent who paid for a construction skills card.

The Mayor replied that our partners such as Phoenix Enterprise Centre, but he would get the 
Councillor more details on that.

Councillor David Riley asked regarding Realising Our Potential, “Copeland have stepped up to 
the mark helping vulnerable people.  How long will this scheme last?”

The Mayor replied that it was a fantastic project.  We were having a big, high profile launch 
working with other organisations on 29th January this was an example of what we do to protect 
the most vulnerable people of our society.

Councillor Sam Pollen expressed concern that Copeland’s apprentices are coming to the end 
of their contracts.  Are we doing all we can to possibly hold on to them?
 
The Mayor replied that we were doing all we could, creating employment rather than 
contractor work.  We have seen a massive decrease in the number of consultants in this 
organisation.  We have every department now run by a full time member of staff.  Hopefully 
we will retain as many as we can.

Questions on Councillor David Moore’s portfolio were invited.
 
A number of Councillors asked questions regarding the Sellafield Park and Ride Scheme.
Councillor Sam Pollen asked for support and stated that changes had been made to the 
Sellafield policy. We have lots of problems with illegal parking.  Will the mayor please work 
with town clerks to look at this problem?  This is a huge problem that will only get worse in 
January. Can we work in partnership to resolve these issues?

Councillor Fee Wilson said this is problem throughout Copeland because Sellafield Limited 
are telling people how they should travel to work.
Councillor Brian O’Kane said that Whitehaven has been choked internally. The whole issue 
needs to be addressed urgently.  Get round the table with Sellafield to sort this out.  County 
council seem to have problems with any enforcement issues.



Councillor Jackie Bowman, as a member of planning panel urged caution as this could be pre-
determination.

Councillor Doug Wilson said that Sellafield is reducing the number of vehicles going on to site 
and those vehicles should be absorbed by the towns and villages it’s inconsiderate.  The 
change they have made to the area surrounding site and further away.  I believe that they 
have a social responsibility.  If it was another organisation who decided to close their car park 
and people told they could park elsewhere there would be an outcry.  Sellafield seem to avoid 
any criticism not the poor people who are trying to get to work.  Sellafield have created this 
situation and they should cure it. There are acres of land surrounding that site they should use 
it to alleviate the problems caused in the parishes 

Councillor Alistair Norwood asked if we have any planning consent/permissions we could use 
and tell Sellafield this is what you should be doing and enforce that?

Councillor Michael McVeigh commented that obviously their remit is to stay inside the legal 
framework and if it’s inside that legal framework it’s a very difficult thing to oppose;  if it’s 
against the law we can force their hand.

Councillor Alistair Norwood further asked if we have planning consents that we can impose 
and have we not enforced these? 

In response the Chief Executive stated that parking for Sellafield site are subject to planning 
conditions so for example we know that for Sellafield to have continuing use of Yottenfews car 
park they have to provide a transport movement strategy and continuously commit to reduce 
the number of vehicles at the site.  This is something the council has required them to do for a 
number of years which is to relieve the impact on our infrastructure.  What has happened that 
this has been an incremental approach on an ad hoc basis and someone rushed in, but 
absolutely with park and ride there will be a need for a series of planning applications going 
through planning panel and if those are approved they will have recommendations and 
conditions that the panel will determine at that point in time.

Councillor Ray Gill suggested that we should take the lead in this and include all those 
involved in car parking in town (supermarkets, the County Council, Harbour Commissioners 
and ourselves) together to work out a solution.

Councillor Fee Wilson asked about emergency planning and how will we evacuate from site in 
case of emergency when there is nothing there to move them off site.

Councillor Neil Ferguson requested a meeting of chairs and Clerks of Town Councils

Councillor Andy Pratt advised that this subject was on the agenda for CALC.

In response, Councillor David Moore said there were two separate issues – town Centre and 
we all agree that that needed to be looked at and we will have a role in that.
It was the regulators who said that SL had to get cars off the site.  Some things are really good 
but it has created a monster.  Councillor Moore was happy to facilitate a meeting with the 
Tiger Team with town and parish councils 

Sellafield needed to address the bad behaviours of the staff.

Councillor Moore continued: What we needed to know was how Sellafield were going to 
address that and it was right and proper that we call a meeting and invite all the Chairs of the 
Town and Parish Councils and can throw it open to any other people who are affected by this.

I think the team will welcome the chance to sit down with us.  They want to solve this and be 
good neighbours to us.  The important thing to Sellafield was that it needs community support 
around it.  We need to point out and highlight these problems.



The Chief Executive added in support of Councillor Moore that we have been down this road 
before in terms of how ideas are put forward and how this can be managed differently.  
Sometimes items designed not to work so that Sellafield can back down but I think that 
because its driven by the regulators that is not an option for them.  You will have noticed from 
our performance management reports that there is a study being commissioned and that for 
the first time on the back of all of the issues raised are all interconnected to some degree and 
the complexity of responsibilities that Sellafield ourselves and the County Council for the first 
time ever are jointly scoping a car parking strategy report which covers from Askam to 
Maryport; the scope of that has just been agreed which was more expensive than Sellafield 
hoped and we are renegotiating that.  It’s good to start the dialogue which will create a 
framework so that dialogue can move into a vision and a strategy where we can hold each 
other to account in making sure this is implemented and some of these problems are 
managed 

Councillor Michael McVeigh asked regarding the National Consolidation Site that the 
Incremental approach of Sellafield to become the UK consolidation site on waste has been 
highlighted and the position of this council that this is not accepted.  Will you keep reminding 
them of that?

Councillor David Moore replied that the difficulty was they put together these documents 
without any consultation or thinking about the impact of what it might affect.  I’m sure it’s an 
excellent idea to put all your waste in one place but they need to talk and consult with others.  
The council’s position is clearly laid out and this is something we are not supporting and we 
look forward to further engagement

Councillor Chris Reay asked regarding the Sellafield Emergency Planning, “Should the River 
Ehen be in flood the only way out of Braystones is north.  If there’s a major emergency at 
Sellafield under these conditions, then the residents of Braystones should be able to escape 
that way.  To ensure this there must be signs permanently on the road between Braystones 
and Nethertown saying give way to north bound traffic.”

Councillor David Moore replied that would be an issue for the County Council.  I’m not sure 
they would want to give a priority to Northbound traffic even in the event of an emergency.  If 
there is an emergency at Sellafield a plan will be put in place.  The way the vehicles leave will 
be coordinated.  The emergency plan sits with the County Council, as do the highways issues.  
We do have input into that and I’d be happy to put forward your views and concerns for the 
residents of Braystones.

Councillor Bob Kelly asked if there was any further information that can be given about the 
Range of initiatives regarding Sellafield surplus jobs.
Regarding small scale nuclear developments, can you give information about that and how it 
would fit into a major project like Moorside?

Councillor David Moore responded that with transformation we need to keep a close eye.  We 
have been told there will be no job losses.  They were looking at different ways of working that 
is what transformation is all about.  Its moving forward slowly, the opportunities are there.  The 
private sector is looking at commercial opportunities but it’s very difficult.  We have a 
commitment from the Head of Site at the moment that it will create no redundancies.  We will 
hold to account to that one as we work together on transformation.
Regarding Small Reactors, as you will see from the report we have put forward a Cumbria 
based bid.  We are in a pretty good position.  This is something that could go on the Moorside 
site and there are other options around site.  There’s a lot to play for.  We have a good team 
who are putting a good proposition to BAIS.  We believe what we have here to offer in West 
Cumbria is second to none.  We will keep plugging away and hopefully we’ll have success 
with that.



Councillor Doug Wilson said that there was a presentation made on National Consolidation 
site this was a broad proposal. I believe Sellafield is an ideal place for consolidation of such 
materials because of the amount already in storage on the site.  I know we have made several 
planning positions relating to the old Thorp Processing Plant to convert them into storage 
areas on an interim basis.  Could I ask if the council is prepared to talk to Sellafield on a long 
term strategy in relation to such a bid and whether there had been any preliminary talks on 
this subject?

Councillor David Moore replied that we accept we have large quantities of waste on site and 
that is what this is about is bringing waste in.  We need to be careful what we talk about when 
we discuss consolidation.  Is it consolidation of the civil or for all waste?  The views of the 
community are quite different.  I don’t know how far off a GDF is.  This may not happen and in 
that case what would happen is this was the consolidated site.  We need to understand and 
debate whether that is acceptable, there are a lot of questions we need to ask ourselves.  Any 
commitment would need a big debate and our community would need to be consulted 

Councillor Sam Meteer asked regarding Moorside, that the North West Coast Connections 
project has been put on hold what action have been or will be taken to ensure that this can be 
picked up if Moorside goes ahead

Councillor David Moore replied that there was no way that the site could be developed without 
that connection and they understand this is just a pause.  We have assurances that this is 
paused.  We are working to find an investor for that site with Government, our MP’s to make 
sure we get a development for that site.

Councillor Alistair Norwood asked, with the advent of Brexit what thoughts have the council 
got on the replacement for Euratom

Councillor David Moore replied that one of the few things in the Brexit deal that has the 
support of all sides is the replacement of Euratom, the nuclear industry, the regulators and I 
understand the unions are happy with it.  It’s the only bit in the deal that everyone agrees on.

Councillor Sam Pollen shared concerns re consolidation site.  We have 80% of the UK nuclear 
waste on site already.  We will have approx. 160 tonnes of plutonium.  Massively lacking in the 
area is Government support for what we do and currently have on site, this is a major issue.  
The promise of no redundancies is good but watch this space.

In Response Councillor David Moore said we needed to watch this very closely.  We have the 
commitment from the Head of Site.

Councillor Neil Ferguson asked regarding consolidation and the possible expansion of the 
site.  “Obviously Moorside may happen in the future but may not.  Has it been indicated that 
they may expand to the Moorside site for storage?”

In response Cllr David Moore said the simple answer to that was no.

Councillor Fee Wilson asked if Members could have a copy of the current staff organisation 
chart?

Councillor David Moore agreed that this would be provided 

Councillor Gillian Troughton asked for clarification on small scale nuclear reactors.  It talks 
about BAIS having an ask for areas to out themselves forward to volunteer for the next stage 
of nuclear sector development in the UK.  I’m not clear what we have put ourselves forward 
for.  Will we get any manufacturing opportunities which would be excellent job opportunities in 
this area?



In Response Councillor David Moore said, ”That was exactly the conversations we were 
involved in in this area.  All options were on the table we need to find out what was the best 
deal.”

Councillor Gillian Troughton then asked if Members could have a paper or a briefing on that 
please.

Councillor David Moore agreed that this would be organised.

Questions on Councillor Allan Holliday’s portfolio were invited.

Councillor Ray Gill asked what part Scrutiny will play in the review of the Housing Strategy 
and to make sure this comes back to Scrutiny in its finality so we can make recommendations 
to the Executive

Councillor Allan Holliday replied that the Housing Strategy was led by Amanda Starr, whose 
team is doing a marvellous job and we will work with Councillor Gill.
The revised Housing Strategy had already been to the Overview and Scrutiny Committee and 
Executive and was a later agenda item for this meeting.

Councillor Sam Meteer asked that Council ensure that the message is out there that there is 
no need for homelessness in this borough as the Council has a statutory duty to rehouse 
people.

In response, Councillor Allan Holliday said “anything we could do to prevent homelessness we 
would do.  Our team works tirelessly.” 

Councillor Sam Pollen stated that lots of towns in the UK have people living on the streets and 
our Homeless team do a brilliant job to prevent this in our borough. Can we ensure that more 
funding will be allocated so this can continue. To protect the most vulnerable people in our 
community. More responsibility requires more funding.

Councillor Allan Holliday replied that he couldn’t guarantee this but certainly we would fight as 
hard as we could to make sure we had the funding needed.

Councillor Denise Burness said the rough sleeping numbers is just a snapshot and doesn’t 
necessarily mean we don’t have any.  It’s important we don’t take our eye off the ball.  We 
need to remember that homeless also includes those people who sofa surf.  There are hidden 
homeless.  As Universal Credit takes a grip there is a possibility that more people will be living 
in the open air and plunged into dire poverty.

Councillor Keith Hitchen on the Countywide Extra Care Housing Forum said “one of the things 
we could do to help is look at what we can do to get houses built for life.  Would Councillor 
Holliday agree to take this forward to the next forum and look at as a council?”

In Response, Councillor Allan Holliday agreed to take this forward at the next county wide 
meeting which is currently being arranged and should take place fairly soon.

Questions on Councillor Mark Holliday’s portfolio were invited.

Councillor Doug Wilson thanked Copeland Borough Council and the Mayor for help and 
support at Millom Christmas Market.

Councillor Graham Roberts stated that “Whitehaven Town Council had given funding to the 
Markets and asked if the portfolio holder could do anything about the lacklustre marketing. 
There isn’t any – we bought all those stalls we have given further funds to CBC, putting an 
advert in the Whitehaven News is not marketing.  Can I have an assurance that the public 
money that has been gifted is going to result in the success of the market?”



In response Councillor Mark Holliday committed to having more dialogue.  If this has not been 
appropriately marketed, he was more than happy to sit down and have that discussion 

Councillor Gillian Troughton on the Health and Well Being Forum and Focus on heathy towns 
referred to Poverty and Domestic Violence as pre cursors to poor mental health and would the 
Portfolio Holder campaign for this council to take up the GMB’s domestic violence employer 
charter to support any employees experiencing domestic violence?

Councillor Mark Holliday replied stating that he would ask for a Task and Finish Group to be 
set up to look at it. He further stated that the health and wellbeing forum is going from strength 
to strength and would like to invite Councillor Troughton to attend a meeting.

Councillor Michael McVeigh asked that as plastic is no longer wanted, does this impact on our 
waste plan?

Councillor Mark Holliday replied that prices on all recycling had changed and yes plastic had 
gone down.

Councillor Paul Whalley said that “the subsidy the council was giving to Copeland’s markets 
has now changed and comes from Whitehaven Town Council so the tax payers of Whitehaven 
are subsidising the market, which isn’t standing on its own two feet. What is this cost?”

Councillor Mark Holliday was happy to take the question away and provide a written response 

Councillor Bob Kelly enquired what percentage of the plastic waste we collect is actually 
recyclable? 

In reply Councillor Mark Holliday said he would provide that information and circulate to all 
members.

Councillor Sam Pollen thanked the Open Spaces team for helping at the Egremont Christmas 
event, they all did a terrific job.

Councillor Gillian Troughton said the updates on The Beacon were very welcome and asked if 
Members could be provided with an update on the Business Plan for 2019 at a future 
meeting?

Councillor Mark Holliday agreed and said that a member briefing would be arranged to inform 
members of the programme for next year and the business plan for 2019.

Councillor Joan Hully said the events in the Copeland area to commemorate the centenary of 
the end of World War One were excellent.

RESOLVED: That 
a) The Mayor’s Executive report be noted, and
b) The Chair of Overview and Scrutiny Committee be the Council’s representative on the 

Cumbria LEP Combined Economic and Productivity Scrutiny Committee.  

A short comfort break was taken before the next agenda item.

Councillors Dave Banks, John Burns, Allan Forster, William Kirkbride, Charles 
Maudling and Sam Pollen left the meeting at this point. 



C50 Notice of Motion from Councillor Ray Gill - Moorside 

Councillor Ray Gill read his Notice of Motion, that:

“This Council views with concern the recent statement by Toshiba that their board has 
resolved to withdraw from the nuclear power plant construction at Moorside.

Council considers that due to the level of commercial risk involved in projects of this nature the 
build at Moorside is unlikely to proceed without government support.

Council therefore calls on this government to financially support the future of Moorside with its 
attendant jobs and its importance to Cumbria and the Country as a whole.”

Councillor Gill then read out a letter from the Alliance to Government regarding Moorside.

RESOLVED: that the motion be AGREED 

C51 Quarterly Scrutiny Report 

Consideration was given to a report from the Overview and Scrutiny Committee updating the 
Council on their activities for the period September 2018 to December 2018.

RESOLVED – That 
                                                                             
a) the update of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee for the period September 2018 to 
December 2018 be noted; and 

b) it be agreed to encourage Members to take part in Task and Finish groups, as set out in 
Appendix A to the report.

C52 Member Development Strategy 

Consideration was given to a proposed revision of the Councillor Development Strategy.

Members were advised that the revised Strategy had previously been considered by the 
Member Training & Development Panel and the Executive.

In response to comments from Councillors, it was suggested that the third paragraph within 
the ‘Mission Statement’ be removed.

Councillor Hitchen assured Members that following the elections on May 2019, all elected 
Councillors would receive a Welcome Pack and an intensive induction programme, as they 
had in previous years.

RESOLVED:- that the revised Councillor Development Strategy as recommended by the 
Member Training & Development Panel and the Executive (shown in the Agenda at Item 11 
Appendix A), be approved subject to the third paragraph within the ‘Mission Statement’ being 
removed.  

C53 Urgent Action - Free Car Parking 

Council was notified of an Urgent Action decision to allow free car parking in Whitehaven on 
Sunday 18th November 2018 and Egremont on Sunday 25th November 2018 to facilitate 
events relating to the switch on of Christmas lights.



Councillor Gillian Troughton requested that in future any requests for free car parking during 
the Christmas period should be planned into the work programme to avoid the use of urgent 
actions

RESOLVED: that
a) The Urgent Action be noted and
b) Future requests for free car parking during the Christmas period be planned into the 

work programme.

C54 Appointments to Committees and Outside Bodies 

Before making his appointments, Councillor Gill paid tribute to the late Councillor John 
Bowman for the contribution he made to Copeland Borough Council and the community.

Councillor Gill then proposed the following appointments to Committees to replace Councillor 
Bowman:

 Licensing Committee -  Councillor Peter Connolly
 Taxi and General Licensing Panel -  Councillor Gwynneth Everett
 Local Development Framework 

Working Party -   Councillor Linda Jones-Bulman
 Member Training and 

Development Panel - Councillor Bob Kelly

The following appointments replacing Councillor Bowman were then proposed to Outside 
Bodies:

 WCSSG Environment - Councillor Gillian Troughton
 Connecting Cumbria - Councillor Gillian Troughton
 North West Employers - Councillor Ray Gill

RESOLVED: that the appointments to Committees and Outside Bodies be agreed.

C55 Consultation on Proposal to Extend St Bees Heritage Coast Defined Area 

Consideration was given to a proposal to extend the St Bees Head Heritage Coast Defined 
Area.

RESOLVED:- that 
a) The report be noted, and
b) A six-week public consultation on these proposals be approved.

C56 Housing Strategy 

Consideration was given to the Copeland Borough Council Housing Strategy 2018-2023.

RESOLVED:- that the Copeland Borough Council Housing Strategy 2018-2023 be adopted.

C57 Date and Time of the Next Meeting: 

It was noted that the next meeting of Council would be held at 2:00pm on Tuesday 5th 
February 2019 in the Bainbridge Room, The Copeland Centre, Whitehaven. 



The Meeting closed at 4.35 pm 

Chairman


